Tke  Park  Avenue  Synagogue 


Bulletin 


OCTOBER  6,  1947 


TISHRI  22,  5708 


SEASON  INAUGURATED 
BY  JUNIOR  LEAGUE  WITH 
DANCE  ON  OCTOBER  12th 


Simhath  Torah  Honors  For 
J.  Friedman  and  M.  Cinsburg 


The  first  dance  of  the  Junior  League 
will  be  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Octo¬ 
ber  12,  1947,  in  the  Vestry  of  the  Syna¬ 
gogue.  This  dance  opens  the  Junior 
League’s  drive  to  raise  funds  for  the 
many  charities  to  which  it  contributes. 
Lrom  3:00  p.nr.  to  6:30  p.m.,  the  Junior 
League  and  their  friends  will  dance  to 
the  music  of  Lee  Carter  and  his  orches¬ 
tra.  Admission  is  $1.25  per  person  and 
everyone  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

The  Junior  League  is  looking  forward 
to  another  successful  year.  Last  season, 
under  the  guidance  of  Dudley  L.  Green- 
stein,  who  has  been  re-elected  President, 
over  $2000  was  raised  for  various  chari¬ 
ties,  both  inside  and  outside  of  the 
Synagogue.  Among  the  latter  were  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal,  Youth  Aliyah, 
and  the  Jewish  Agency  for  Palestine. 

The  season  has  already  begun  with 
the  attendance  of  four  Junior  League 
members  at  a  Labor  Day  Conference 
sponsored  by  the  Metropolitan  Council 
of  the  Young  Peoples’  League  of  the 
Un’ted  Synagogues  of  America  at  Camp 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


With  the  observance  of  Shemini  Azereth  and  Simhath  Torah  this  week,  the  High 
Holy  Days  will  come  to  a  close.  In  typical  holiday  fashion  the  joy  and  festivities 
of  this  occasion  will  be  celebrated  at  the  service  of  Simhath  Torah. 


Jacob  Friedman,  Jr. 


Maurice  Gins  burg 

On  Tuesday  morning,  October  7th,  at 
the  Simhath  Torah  Service,  Mr.  Jacob 
Lriedman,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue  for  the  past  thirty 
years,  will  be  honored  by  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  as  Hathan  Torah,  and  Mr.  Maurice 
Ginsburg  will  be  cited  as  Hathan  Ber- 
eshith.  Thus,  does  the  Congregation 
honor  two  of  its  most  distinguished 
members. 

30  Years  as  President 

Jacob  Lriedman  enters  this  year  on 
his  thirtieth  anniversary  as  the  deeply 
loved,  universally  esteemed  President  of 
the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  A  man  of 
broad  interests  and  varied  friendships, 
a  patron  of  the  musical  arts,  an  ex¬ 
emplary  citizen,  a  warmhearted  com¬ 
passionate  human  being,  an  ardent  ideal¬ 
ist,  he  is  a  thoughtful  person,  dedicated 
to  Judaism,  an  outstanding  example  of 
{Continued  on  Page  2) 


SCHEDULE  OF  HOLY  DAY  SERVICES 

SHEMINI  AZERETH  EVE  _  Sunday,  Oct.  5th,  6:00  p.m. 

SHEMINI  AZERETH  _  Monday,  Oct.  6th,  9:30  a.m. 

Rabbi  Kertzer  will  preach  the  sermon 
SIMHATH  TORAH  EVE  Monday,  Oct.  6th,  5:30  p.m. 

SIMHATH  TORAH  Tuesday,  Oct.  7th,  9:30  a.m. 

FRIDAY  EVENING  _  ..  Friday,  Oct.  10th,  6:00  p.m. 

SABBATH  MORNING  Saturday,  Oct.  11th,  9:30  a.m. 

Rabbi  Steinberg  will  preach  the  sermon 

FIRST  LATE  FRIDAY  EVENING  SERVICE 

Friday,  Oct.  17th,  8:30  p.m. 
Rabbi  Steinberg  will  preach  the  sermon 

SABBATH  MORNING  Saturday,  Oct.  18th,  9:30  a.m. 

Rabbi  Kertzer  will  preach  the  sermon 

JUNIOR  CONGREGATION  SERVICES  will  be  held  each  Sabbath 

at  1 0:30  a.m. 


2 


The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Bulletin 


October  6,  1947 


THE  PARK  AVENUE  SYNAGOGUE 
BULLETIN 

is  published  bi-weekly  from 

September  to  June  by 

The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue 

50  East  87th  Street,  New  York  28,  N.  Y. 

Tel.  SAcramento  2-8765 

D.  Leonard  Cohen 

Chairman .  Publications  and 
Publicity  Committee 

Dudley  L.  Greenstein 

Editor 

Louis  I.  Heller 
Judith  Klenert 
Jo  Levy 

Judy  Strasburcer 

Beulah  W.  Warshaw 

Harold  E.  Warshaw 

Staff 

Vol.  2  No.  2 

From  the  Desk  of 
Rabbi  Steinberg 

A  T  long  last,  the  School  Board  of  our 
congregation  has  worked  out  a  tech¬ 
nique  for  solving  the  most  critical  im¬ 
passe  of  our  entire  educational  system. 

The  impasse,  tersely  put,  is  this.  On 
the  one  hand,  our  Religious  Schools 
have  access  to  the  hulk  of  our  children 
only  on  Sunday  mornings,  and  then  for 
a  brief  period.  Obviously,  an  effective 
knowledge  of  a  four  thousand  year  old 
heritage  cannot  be  communicated  in  two 
hours  or  so  per  week  for  thirty  odd 
weeks  per  year.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  children  are  unable,  either  because 
of  the  schedules  of  their  secular  schools 
or  for  other  valid  reasons,  to  attend  the 
midweek  classes  with  which  we  have 
heretofore  sought  to  round  out  the  Sun¬ 
day  instruction  into  something  more 
nearly  adequate. 

Through  this  apparently  insoluble  di¬ 
lemma  the  School  Board  has  blazed 
an  ingenious  and  practicable  course. 

It  continues  to  offer  midweek  group 
instruction  at  the  Synagogue  as  a  neces¬ 
sary  supplement  to  Sunday  School.  This, 
it  hopes,  will  be  the  normal  educational 
expedient  for  most  of  our  parents  on 
behalf  of  their  children. 

But  the  other — the  child  who  is  not 
dismissed  from  his  secular  school  until 
5:00  o’clock,  or  who  is  too  frail  or  too 
young  for  the  trip  to  and  from  the 
Synagogue,  or  who  could  take  addition¬ 
al  instruction,  but  not  at  the  hour  at 
which  it  is  available  in  the  formal 
classes  of  our  Hebrew  School— for  all 
these  our  School  Board  now  offers  home 
instruction  by  our  own  qualified  in¬ 
structors  following  otir  curriculum  and 
subject  to  our  supervision.  This  instruc- 


Will  You  Attend  ? 


October  7th,  8  p.m. — Adult  Education 
Committee  meeting. 

October  8th — Parents’  Association  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  meeting. 

October  12th,  3  p.m. — Junior  League 
Dance— Vestry. 

October  15th,  7:30  p.m.— Faculty  School 
Board  Dessert  Supper— Vestry. 


tion  is  available  for  individual  children 
or  for  groups.  Thus  the  parent  who  feels 
that  for  some  reason  his  child  needs 
private  tutoring  is  free  to  arrange  for 
it;  contrariwise,  the  parent  who  regards 
so  highly  individualized  an  approach  as 
unnecessary  may  ask  that  his  child  be 
registered  in  one  of  the  many  groups 
that  are  being  set  up,  composed  each 
of  children  of  like  age  and  living  in  the 
same  neighborhood.  What  is  more,  the 
scholarship  system  whereby  the  School 
Board  made  certain  in  the  past  that  no 
child  was  deprived  of  Jewish  instruction 
for  financial  reasons  is  extended  to  the 
new  system  as  well.  Thus,  it  is  certain 
that  no  family  which  genuinely  requires 
some  special  form  of  instruction  will  lie 
debarred  from  it  because  of  cost. 

Since  this  program  is  so  flexible  as 
to  fit  every  conceivable  situation,  child 
and  family  budget,  the  School  Board 
has  laid  down  a  ruling  making  manda¬ 
tory  participation  in  the  plan  under 
some  one  of  the  several  options  it  makes 
available  for  children  from  the  ages  of 
ten  to  thirteen,  the  crucial  years  before 
Bar  Mitzvah  and  Bat- Mitzvah. 

Most  of  our  parents,  I  am  proud  to 
say,  have  not  only  accepted  this  pro¬ 
gram,  they  have  hailed  it  with  joy  and 
relief.  Some  few  parents,  however,  would 
seem  to  have  slipped  into  the  fallacy  of 
imagining  Sunday  School  alone  to  be 
sufficient.  For  these  a  final  word  of 
explanation. 

It  is  our  duty  as  a  congregation  to 
give  Jewish  instruction  to  our  children, 
adequate  instruction.  We  mean  to  dis¬ 
charge  that  obligation.  We  have  gone 
out  of  our  way  to  evolve  a  scheme  adapta¬ 
ble  to  every  parent,  not  alone  for  the 
sake  of  our  Synagogue  and  Schools  but, 
what  is  more  important,  for  the  sake  of 
Judaism  and  the  Jewish  child. 

— Milton  Steinberg 


Simhath  Torah  Honors 

( Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  ethical  values  of  our  faith.  His  role 
in  the  career  of  the  Park  Avenue  Syn¬ 
agogue  cannot  be  overestimated.  At  all 
times,  he  has  been  its  guiding  spirit  and 
motivating  force.  In  its  years  of  distress 
he  was,  above  all  others,  responsible  for 
its  survival  and  regeneration.  On  the 
completion  of  three  decades  of  his  lead¬ 
ership,  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  is 
proud  and  happy  to  honor  him  for  what 
he  personifies,  for  what  he  has  wrought 
on  its  behalf. 

Intense  Loyalty  to  Judaism 

Maurice  Ginsburg  has  never  held 
office  in  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue, 
but  no  one  of  its  members  has  been 
more  devoted  to  it,  more  faithful  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  worship,  more  dedicated  to 
all  the  purposes  to  which  our  congrega¬ 
tion  is  consecrated.  His  devotion  to  the 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue  is  but  one  in¬ 
stance  of  his  intense  loyalty  to  every¬ 
thing  constructively  and  creatively  Jew¬ 
ish;  the  Zionist  movement,  Jewish 
charities,  the  cause  of  Jewish  education, 
the  defense  of  Jewish  civic  rights.  These 
are  further  exemplified  by  his  active 
participation  in  the  capacities  of  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  member  of  the  Yorkville 
Zionist  District,  Chairman  of  the  Jewish 
National  Fund  for  Yorkville,  as  well  as 
affiliation  with  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary  and  Haganah.  Quietly,  modest¬ 
ly,  without  thought  of  recognition,  he 
has  labored  unstintingly,  day  after  day, 
year  after  year,  for  the  enhancement  of 
Jewish  life  on  the  scene.  It  is,  therefore, 
but  fitting  that  we  give  expression  to  our 
gratitude  for  his  service  to  the  things 
we  hold  dear. 

I  he  citations  to  be  presented  to  each 
Hathan  by  Rabbi  Steinberg  will  be  con¬ 
tained  in  a  beautifully  inscribed  parch¬ 
ment  scroll. 

A  reception  to  the  recipients  of  the 
citations  naming  the  m  respectively 
Hathan  Torah  and  Hathan  Bereshith 
will  be  held  in  the  Vestry  immediately 
following  the  Simhath  T orah  Service. 
Once  again  the  Sisterhood  will  attend  to 
the  decorations  and  serving  of  the  col¬ 
lation. 
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For  Your  Information 


Dr.  E.  D.  Friedman,  an  eminent 
member  of  our  congregation,  who  for 
37  years  has  been  with  the  New  York 
University  Medical  School  as  a  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Neurology  and  Chairman  of 
the  Department  of  Neurology  for  many 
of  these  years,  has  retired  from  these 
duties,  receiving  the  title  of  Professor 
Emeritus,  and  will  do  research  Avork. 


The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  has 
added  an  innovation  to  the  traditional 
ceremony  of  calling  upon  the  bride¬ 
groom  to  the  reading  of  the  Torah  on 
on  the  Sabbath  preceding  his  marriage. 
Our  custom  now  is  to  call  upon  both 
the  bride  and  the  groom  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  Torah  and,  following  the  bless¬ 
ing  by  the  Rabbi,  receive  a  special 
family  Bible  wherein  to  record  the  land¬ 
marks  of  their  married  life. 

Commendation,  for  the  transforma¬ 
tion  of  the  Vestry  into  the  fine  setting  it 
was  for  the  High  Holiday  worship,  is 
due  the  House  Committee,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mortimer  D.  Milheiser, 
and  the  Sisterhood  which  provided  the 
floral  decorations,  designed  by  Mrs. 
Milton  Heller  and  executed  so  well  by- 
David  C.  Bielefeld,  the  florist.  They  are 
also  responsible,  aided  by  special  con¬ 
tributions  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Dubin, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Grossman,  and  sev¬ 
eral  Sisterhood  members,  for  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Sukkah  which  was  erected. 


A  recent  issue  of  Newsweek  favor¬ 
ably  reviewed  Rabbi  Steinberg’s  latest 
book,  Basic  Judaism.  Have  you  or¬ 
dered  your  copy  yet? 


SCHOOL  BOARD  SUPPER 

In  keeping  with  its  policy  of  fostering 
better  understanding  with  its  faculty, 
the  School  Board  will  hold  a  Dessert 
Supper  in  the  Vestry  on  Wednesday 
evening,  October  15th  at  7:30.  Mrs.  Saul 
Godwin,  who  is  planning  the  supper, 
explains  it  in  terms  of  the  present  period 
of  shortages.  Everyone  is  asked  to  come 
in  time  to  have  coffee  and  cake  with 
the  faculty,  the  School  Board,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Parents  As¬ 
sociation.  A  vital  discussion  will  com¬ 
plete  the  evening. 


Bar  Mitzvah 

The  Synagogue  takes  pleasure  in  con¬ 
gratulating  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Wald- 
man  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son, 
James,  on  October  18th. 


Bat  Mitzvah 

Congratulations  also,  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Salomon  on  the  Bat  Mitzvah  of 
their  daughter  Hannah,  which  took  place 
on  October  4th;  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isidore  E.  Gevirtz  whose  daughter, 
Diane,  will  celebrate  her  Bat  Mitzvah  on 
October  25th. 


Best  wishes  are  in  order  for  Miss 
Isabel  Rosen,  niece  of  Mrs.  Priscilla 
Wohl,  on  her  engagement  to  Mr.  Nor¬ 
man  Cohen,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Cohen. 


Anniversaries 

Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nathan  Appleman,  Avho  will  celebrate 
their  tenth  anniversary  on  October  5th. 

Birthdays 

The  Synagogue  extends  felicitations  to 
Rabbi  Morris  N.  Kertzer,  on  his  birth¬ 
day;  to  Mr.  Charles  Weill  on  his  80th 
birthday;  and  to  Mr.  Jacob  Friedman, 
Jr.,  on  his  70th  birthday. 

Deaths 

Our  sincere  condolences  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Janovic  on  the  loss  of  his  sister,  Anna 
Janovic. 


Junior  League  Dance 

I Continued  from  Page  1) 

Cejwin,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  This  con¬ 
ference,  directed  toward  a  further  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Conservative  movement, 
proved  of  great  value  to  the  delegates. 

The  other  officers  of  the  Junior  League 
are:  Miss  Jo  Levy  and  Marvin  Cohen, 
Vice-Presidents;  Louis  I.  Heller,  Treas¬ 
urer;  Miss  Judy  Strasburger,  Corres¬ 
ponding  Secretary;  and  Miss  Edith 
Straus,  Recording  Secretary. 

All  young  people  who  are  affiliated 
with  the  Synagogue  are  cordially  invited 
to  contact  Miss  Hortense  Levy,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Membership  Committee.  We 
are  particularly  anxious  to  welcome  all 
the  young  people  who  have  recently 
joined  the  Synagogue  under  the  new 
membership  plan. 


Sisterhood  Speaks 

The  Sisterhood  of  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  takes  this  opportunity  to  wish 
all  of  its  members  and  friends  a  happy, 
healthy  NeAV  Year! 

Sisterhood  has  a  fine  program  planned 
for  the  ensuing  season,  the  series  being 
based  upon  the  topic  “The  Road  to 
Human  Dignity.’'  The  first  lecture  will 
be  given  at  an  open  meeting  on  Octo¬ 
ber  21st.  Rabbi  Arthur  Lelyveld,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Director  of  B’Nai  Brith-H illel  will 
discuss  “Zionism — A  Challenge  to  You.” 
The  meeting  will  begin  promptly  at  1 :30 
p.m.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 

The  following  is  a  brief  resume  of  the 
remainder  of  the  lectures  which  the  Sis¬ 
terhood  has  planned  for  the  season : 
the  season : 

“Palestine  Behind  the  Scenes”,  “Is 
Communism  a  Threat  to  the  World?”, 
“Can  We  Place  Our  Hopes  in  the  United 
Nations?”,  “  ‘ Eretz  Israel' — Today  and 
Tomorrow”,  “The  Future  of  American 
ewry. 

This  year  Sisterhood  notes  with  pride 
the  addition  of  many  new  members  to 
the  Synagogue.  The  Sisterhood  extends, 
through  this  column,  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  women  of  these  families,  and  an 
invitation  to  the  open  meeting. 

At  this  time  Sisterhood  also  wishes 
to  make  a  plea  for  our  brethren  in 
Europe,  who  need  every  bit  of  help  that 
we  can  give  them.  Our  cast-off  clothing 
and  a  few  extra  cans  of  food,  when  we 
give  our  order  to  the  grocer,  mean  little 
to  us,  but  so  much  to  the  D.  P.’s! 

Please  send  your  old  clothing  and  cans 
of  food  to  the  Synagogue  to  help  the 
S.O.S.  Drive.  — Evelyn  B.  Zuckerman 

THE  PARK  AVKNUE  SYNAGOGUE 

Milton  Steinberg 

Morris  N.  Kertzer 

Rabbis 

David  J.  Putterman 

Cantor 

Jacob  Friedman,  Jr. 

President 

Hon.  Bernard  Botein 

Chairman ,  Board  of  Trustees 

Charles  Weill 

Morris  Edelman 

Vice-Presidents 

Emanuel  Rosenthal 

Secretary 

Benjamin  Sack 

Treasurer 

Arthur  Ochs 

Asst.  Treasurer 

Mortimer  D.  Milheiser 

Sexton 

J  ft  dress  all  communications  to 
Emanuel  Rosenthal,  Secretary 
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JEWISH  LIFE  IS  IN  CRISIS ! 

but  every  Jew  has  a  contribution  to  make  to  the  ultimate  solution  of  our  problems. 


SHOULDER  YOUR  SHARE  OF  THE  BURDEN 

by  making  yours  an  informed  contribution. 

• 

THE  ADULT  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE— 1947-48  plans  a  program  tailored  to  meet  your  needs. 
Once  more  our  Synagogue  pioneers  in  program  planning. 

WILL  YOU  PARTICIPATE  IN  THIS  NEW  AND  PROGRESSIVE  PROGRAM? 

If  you  and  a  group  of  vour  friends  express  an  interest  in  any  Jewish  topic — the  Adult  Education  Committee 
can  arrange  for  a  discussion  leader  to  meet  you  in  your  homes  and  help  you  clarify  your  thinking  on  the  topic 
of  your  choice. 

ARE  YOU  AN  EXPERT  on  such  topics  as: 

The  Economic  Structure  of  Palestine? 

Contemporary  Jewish  Problems? 

Jewish  Music? 

Jewish  Art? 

Techniques  in  Child  Guidance  for  Jewish  Parents? 

Functional  Concepts  of  Jewish  Law? 

Do  you  feel  that,  though  not  an  expert,  you  are  too  far  from  your  school  days  to  sit  and  listen  to  a 
lecture,  even  on  a  subject  that  interests  and  challenges  you? 

THIS  THE  ADULT  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  SUGGESTS  TO  YOU: 

Tell  us  what  subject  interests  you — one  indicated  above,  or  some  other.  Find  a 
group  of  your  friends — seven  to  fifteen  couples — who  share  your  interest,  or  tell 
us  to  organize  the  group  or  assign  you  to  another  studying  the  same  problems. 

THIS  THE  COMMITTEE  WILL  DO: 

Once  the  group  is  set — we  will  find  a  discussion  leader  who  will  meet  you  in  your 
homes  and  help  you  clarify  your  thinking  on  the  topic  of  your  choice.  He  will  guide 
you  to  the  best  books  in  the  field,  and  he  qualified  to  lead  and  arbitrate  vour  discussion. 

* 

WILL  YOU 

Sharpen  your  wits  with  the  expert,  hammer  out  your  opinions  on  the  anvil  of  your 
fellow-members’  or  friends’  criticism — in  short  become  better  informed,  a  more  effec¬ 
tive  Jew? 

Enroll  For  A  Home  Study  Course ! 


Name  ...  . . . . .  . .  . . 

Address  . . . . . 

What  Course  Would  You  Like? . 

How  Many  Couples  Can  You  Enlist? 

How  Often  Would  You  Meet?  When? 

Where  Would  You  Hold  Meetings? 


P.S.  The  program  here  outlined  will  not 
replace  our  regular  program  of  Symposia 
and  special  lecture  courses,  but  will  be  a 
supplement  to  them,  providing  a  base  for 
the  Adult  Education  program. 


